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Verse by Verse: The Posture of Christ 
By Louis T. Talbot 
 
Announcer: 
The Bible Institute of Los Angeles Inc., Half century old Christian training center of the 
West, presents Verse by Verse with Dr. Louis T. Talbot, Biola chancellor and one of America's 
great evangelical leaders. Now once again your radio Bible teacher, Dr. Louis T. Talbot. 
 
Dr. Louis T. Talbot: 
Thank you Mr. Announcer, and good morning my radio friends and friends of the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles. This if Louis T. Talbot greeting you and welcoming you to another 
broadcast of Bible study, and I greet you as I always do in the wonderful name of our wonderful 
Lord. Now since I sat before this microphone last, three weeks have passed and during those 
three weeks I've been ministering in Northern California and in the state of Arizona. And I had a 
wonderful time of ministry although I carried a very, very heavy program. For instance, when I 
was in Arizona, I was giving three and four addresses a day. I came in contact with graduates of 
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles who are doing a wonderful work for the Lord, not only in that 
state but in other places where I have been. And then I also spent a week in the Arizona Bible 
Institute where I found some other graduates of the Bible Institute in service there. And so my 
friends, if my voice seems a little raspy it is because of that fact. All right.  
Now this is October the 19th. And if I give you the impression that I am a little more 
mature than I have been in days gone by, it is only because I am a year older today than I was 
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this time last year. That is, that this is October the 19th, and it is my birthday. I was born in 1889, 
and so you can figure out for yourself just what milestone in length I have reached today. But I 
know that over the years I've always mentioned when I had a birthday, and I ask you on those 
occasions to give a special offering to make possible the training of these young men and young 
women that formed the Bible Institute of Los Angeles high. Which, young men and young 
women number about a thousand. And on all the years that have passed you have always been 
very, very generous with your gift. And so my friends, I'd like you to do that same thing today. I 
want you to get a letter in the mail and just wish me a happy birthday, although the probability is 
that I won't get it until, until the next day, but I will appreciate it and I want you to be as 
generous as you have been in the years gone by. You know that I would like to see these young 
men and young women get the very best training possible and that is exactly what we're trying to 
do. And then I'm very, very anxious to have this memorial building erected. this building that 
I've been talking about for the last two or three months; because we have about two one hundred 
young people that are rooming here in our downtown building, and consequently they have to 
commute to La Mirada every day. And I would like to see all of them living on the campus. And 
so, you make a special offering, will you? And just be as generous as you have been on former 
times.  
You know, it seems only yesterday, that is to me, that I was a student in the Moody Bible 
Institute in 1911. And as I've been thinking of those days, and then allowed my memory to come 
down over the years to this day of 1960, you know that there are certain days that stand out in 
my mind like mountain peaks. I was thinking this morning of a very significant statement in this 
regard that was made by David. Do you remember how the David said we spend our use as a tale 
that is told? Now, what did David mean by that? In what way do we spend years as a tale, or a 
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story, that is told. Why, David just meant this: Have you ever had a person come to you and say, 
"I heard about a very interesting story," and then it begins to relate it, and it makes a great 
impression on your mind? and suppose that it took your informant about, about a half an hour to 
tell that story and you say to yourself that, "I must repeat that; I must tell that to some of my 
friends." and so, when you get to your home, you begin to tell that story, and the story that 
required about a half an hour to relate to you, that you can tell it in 15 minutes. The reason for 
that is that you that you have forgotten a great bulk of the story and only the high and the 
outstanding peaks of the story that you remember. And now, David says that we spend our lives 
just like that. For instance, you look over the past; you look after over the last 12 months. What 
days, my dear friends, stand out like mountain peaks? What days are there that you can recall 
that stand out like Mount Baldy, or all Pikes Peak, or some other great high mountain? You 
know that there are only a few of them. As I look over my, my years of ministry, there are 
certain days that I remember. When Mrs. Talbot died and we went to the cemetery. I'll always 
think, as I think over the years of that event. You folks in radio land have had a little baby 
possibly come to your home, and then after a few months the Lord was pleased to take the little 
child away. And if you had been experience this year, and you look over the days of this of year 
that have already run their course that is one day that you remember. And then, you may 
remember other days when great sorrow, great tribulation came into your life. But the great mass 
of uneventful days that you will forgotten all together. You remember great service that you have 
rendered for the Lord as you look over the past. It may be that just spent some fifteen minutes 
with a person, and the person came to know the Lord Jesus Christ as their savior. And my friends 
that you would remember that those days stand down like peaks. But you know that the greater 
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number of our days are very, very uneventful; and therefore, as we look over the years that are 
certain days that stand out and the others you cannot recall at all.  
I am 71 years of age today. I went into the Lord's work in 1918, that no, 1914. I had my 
first pastorate in that year. It was in a little town in Texas. And you know that I was thinking 
back this morning when I awakened and find, found that this was my birthday. And you know 
that I was thinking of the years that I've spent in the service of the Lord and there were just days 
here and there when God did great things; when God allowed certain things to come that I'll 
never forget. And my dear friends that is what you see when you look over the years: that most 
of the days that you don't remember at all. There was nothing eventful and yet there are some 
days that will stand out in your mind just as God, just so long as God permits you to live. Now 
that is what David meant when he is said we spend our years as a tale that is told. but my dear 
friends, it's blessed to remember that the things that seem to be uneventful in your life, things, 
Days that came and it seemed as though that you have forgotten all together about those days 
because you did not do anything big. You did not do anything outstanding, but you gave a 
testimony here and there. While you have forgotten those things, my dear friends, everything that 
you have done for the Lord Jesus even, even to the giving of a cup of cold water in the name of a 
Christian is recorded up there in heaven. and do you know that the service that you have 
remembered, that is that you have rendered, the kind words that you have spoken to somebody, 
or the comforting words that you have spoken to another one, and the encouraging words that 
you have spoken to a young Christian, you know after years as you look over your life Those 
days don't come before you at all. It is just the outstanding day you used that you remember, but 
God remembers them all. My dear friends, even to the giving of a cup of cold water. And just the 
little services that you remember that you will perform that you forget, you may not be able to 
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recall them a week afterward, they are all registered up there in heaven. How blessed, my dear 
friends, it is that we have a God like that. And so, on this birthday, I am very thankful to God 
that I have had the privilege of ministering for so many years. And I want to say that that of all 
the ministry that I've been privileged to render, the most blessed of at all To me he has been my 
ministry for 17 years as the pastor of the Church of the Open Door, and then being associated 
with a Bible Institute of Los Angeles for over 30 years. And you know that as I went to Africa, 
and went to India, and went to the countries of South America, on either side of the Amazon, as I 
made that journey some years ago I came in contact with men and women that I had forgotten 
about all together and they were doing a great work for God. And my dear friends, my heart has 
been overflowing with gratitude and praise that I have been privileged to have just a little part in 
that work. And I want to thank you, Also, my dear friends, for the, for the radio ministry. You 
know that you folks have made it possible all over the years I've been on the radio. Now, I guess 
almost 30 years. And the greater number of folks who were with me when I began this ministry 
many, many years ago, are now in a heaven. When I look over the radio ministry that is the years 
of the radio ministry, that there are some faces that come to my mind that helped, me that stood 
by me when we were just starting. And you know that they're now in heaven and I'm looking 
forward to the time when I shall pass through the pearly gates and see those faces that are full of 
people for whom I shall thank God; not only while I live in this world, but I'm sure you'll be 
thankful for them all through the eternal ages.  
All right now you get your letter in the mail, and just make it a birthday gift and every 
gift that you send, every dollar that you send will go toward the training of the young men and 
the young women. And, if you want your gift to go especially to the memorial building, even 
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though you have already sent something on former occasions, well make an extra gift, my dear 
friends, and I shall be very, very grateful. 
Now, my dear friends, I want to spend the remaining minutes of this broadcast to, to the 
significance of the repeated statement in the Word of God concerning Christ being seated at the 
right hand of God. Have you ever noticed, my dear friends, that the posture of the Lord Jesus is 
emphasized all through the New Testament as being seated at the right hand of God? I think I 
gave a three or four broadcasts some months ago long this line. But, I want to just refresh your 
memory in regard to the significance of the posture of the Lord, Jesus Christ. I think that the 
Lord Jesus is invariably in Scripture portrayed as being seated at the right hand of God. You 
know that there is one exception to that rule, and it is in the 7th chapter of the book of Acts, 
where you'll find recorded that when Stephen was being stoned that he looked up and he saw 
Jesus standing before the right hand of God. Now, there is a reason for that which I don't have 
the time to go into this morning. But all the other references to the posture of the Lord, Jesus 
Christ, is that of His being seated at the right hand of God.  
For instance, if you have a pencil and a paper, I'd like you to put down Mark Chapter 16 
and verse 19. And there you'll read this, "So then, after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was 
received up into heaven and sat on the right hand of God." Now when you turn to Ephesians 
chapter 1 verse 20 you read this, "which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, 
and sat him or set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places." Then when you turned to 
the second chapter of the book Ephesians in verse 6, you find that we enter into that position, 
because the apostle Paul says, "And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in 
heavenliness in Christ Jesus." Then I turned to Hebrews chapter 1 and verse 13 and you'll find 
the same expression. And there you read that Christ, being the brightness of his glory, and the 
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Express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by 
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the majesty on high.  
Then, my friends, in Hebrews chapter 10 in verses 11 and 12, that the Apostle makes a 
contrast between the priests of the Old Testament and the Lord, Jesus Christ, in the new. But 
there he says this, "and every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same 
sacrifices which could never take away sin." He is talking about the priests of the Old Testament 
in the Tabernacle and in the temple. You know that those priests, my dear friends, they never sat 
down. They always stood and in the tabernacle there was no chair. There were some beautiful 
furniture in the Tabernacle and in the temple that Solomon erected. There were furniture, there 
was furniture there that was overlaid with gold. But you know that there was one piece of 
furniture that was missing; it is essential to a well-furnished house, and that was a chair. But, 
there was no chair in the Tabernacle. There was no chair in Solomon's Temple and that is what 
the apostle Paul is mentioning in that tenth chapter of Hebrews. He says "and every priest 
standeth daily ministering, and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices which can never take 
away sin." 
Now note the next verse, "But this man," that is the Lord Jesus, "after he had authored 
one sacrifice for sin forever, He sat down at the right hand of God." I want you to note, my dear 
friends, the significance of the Lord Jesus being seated at the right hand of God. You know that 
the Lord Jesus runs the universe. The Lord Jesus is the one that causes the earth to go through the 
sun, around the sun. And the Lord Jesus is the one that had not only brought all the universe into 
being, but He is the one that keeps every star, and every planet, and everything that belongs to 
God's creation, He is the one that keeps all those things in their place. And you would think, my 
dear friends, that the spirit of God would have emphasized the fact of the Lord, Jesus Christ, 
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running this universe. But you know that he doesn't do that. He does run the universe. He is the 
one that keeps the Earth in its place, in its relation to the sun. But you know that the Lord, the 
spirit of God, rather than emphasizing that he emphasizes the fact that Christ sat down at the 
right hand of God. What is the significance of that?  
I want to put that, put this very, very briefly, my dear friends, because I've just got about 
10 more minutes to speak to you. The significance of Christ being seated. You know what the 
first thing that the Spirit of God would have you know in regard to the posture of the Lord Jesus 
Is this: that being seated represents a finished work. Suppose that that I came into your home 
tomorrow at 10:00 or 9:00 and I found you seated. I would figure that all the vacuum cleaning 
had been done, and the dishes had been wiped, washed and wiped, and there you are seated and 
taking a little rest. My dear friends, when you have something that do you keep busy until you 
get it done and then you go and sit down. Now that speaks of a finished work. And, my friends, 
the Lord, Jesus Christ came into this world. He came all the way from glory for one purpose, and 
one purpose was not to be a teacher. He was the greatest teacher that ever lived, but he didn't 
come into the world to be a teacher. He came into the world to be a savior. That was the purpose 
for which he came. And you know that they took him to Calvary and they nailed him to a cross. 
And there God laid upon him the iniquity of us all. Do you remember that just before he died, 
just before he gave up the ghost, He cried out the word, "Finished", and that meant that his work 
was finished, and he yielded up the ghost, and he rose from the dead The third day, and then he 
went up and he say down.  and my dear friends, listen; He has gone up there in the heavens in 
order that you and I on the Lord's day, as we meet together with other Christians, he wants us to 
be able to sing, "Jesus paid it all, all to him i owe, Sin has left a crimson stain, He washed it 
white as snow."  
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My dear friends, So many folks get the cart before the horse. When you talk to some 
people who profess to be Christians and ask them whether their Christians, and whether they are 
going to get to heaven, you know a lot of them begin to tell you what they are doing. They say 
that God does his part but we have to do our part. And they talk about baptism and talking over, 
talking about the Lord's Supper, and this and that, and the other thing. My dear friends, all those 
things are all right in their place. But you know that you have to put them in your place, their 
place. As far as salvation is concerned, you don't have to wiggle your little finger. "Jesus paid it 
all." All that you have to do is to look back Nineteen hundred years ago, look upon that cross on 
which the Lord, Jesus Christ, hung and begin to sing "Jesus paid it all." my friends, about 40 
years ago that I looked at Calvary, and I folded my arms, and I said "Christ died for me." my 
dear friends, Jesus is seated and consequently, for 40 years I have been seated. That is, not doing 
a thing as far as salvation is concerned. I have trusted in what Christ has already done and so for 
40 years I have been seated in the Lord. 
I remember some long time ago going to see a young man, about 28 years of age, and he 
was dying of creeping paralysis. This was when I was a young pastor in one of the towns in 
Texas. I went in to see him, his sisters allowed me to go in. And there was a fine looking young 
fellow. I found that he was a graduate of the University of Illinois. I ask him whether he was a 
Christian and he said, "I am doing my level best to be a Christian." And I said "Well what are 
you doing." And he says "well that's it," He said, "You know I get very discouraged. What can I 
do?" well I says, "my dear friend, I've got good news for you," I said, "you don't have to do 
anything; you don't have to wiggle your little finger. He wants you to look back at Calvary and 
see how he did it all. Everything that was necessary to atone for sin--my sin, your sin--He did it 
when he hung on Calvary." and my dear friends, that fella, I said "look away to Calvary," and 
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blessed be God, that young man looked. You know that a few days afterward, I went to see him 
and he told me that he was resting in the Lord Jesus. And then I went back to see him a few days 
afterward and I found the undertaker. Had gotten there before me, but he just died resting in the 
Lord, Jesus Christ, and one of these days I'm going to see that young man in heaven. 
You know, Jesus being seated speaks of his finished work. And my friends, as far as 
salvation is concerned, you ought to be seated. You don't have to do anything. You are to sing, 
"Jesus paid it all." Now when it comes to winning others to Christ, my dear friends, that's a 
different story. You ought to be on your feet and you ought to be investing your time to tell 
others about Christ. But, as far as salvation is concerned, my dear friends, what He wants you to 
do when you think of your sin, when you think of your salvation, when you think of your 
standing before God, He wants you to fold your arms and look away to Calvary. Now when you 
come, and here I got about 4 minutes now, when you come to Ephesians, the Apostle says that 
Christ is seated at the right hand of God. And then he goes on to say, "And he hath raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in Christ." Now, my friends, that is a picture of the Christ, of 
Christ's rest, and the rest that he wants you to enter into. 
I remember years ago when I was a younger man than I am now that I used to get up in 
the morning and walk for a few miles. Sometimes, more than a few miles and then I come back 
to my home and I'd sit in an armchair, and I would rest. Nineteen hundred years ago the Lord 
Jesus came on a long journey. He came all the way from heaven and he came down to this earth, 
and he went to Calvary, and he went back to heaven, and he is seated, and he's resting. And he 
wants you to enter into his rest. My friends, do you think that the Lord Jesus is worrying about 
anything up there in heaven? He knows all about Russia. He knows all about Khrushchev. Do 
you think that the Lord Jesus Christ is worrying about anything in heaven? My friends, Jesus is 
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resting in the great prophetic plan of God. That's what he's doing. And he wants you to enter in to 
that rest. That is why the apostle Paul says Christ is seated. Then he says, “And he raised us up 
and made us sit together in the heavens.” My friends, what a lot of restless Christians we are; 
what a lot of fuss-buttons we are. Every time I go out sparrow’s lawn, I wonder just how many 
people are occupying Graves, Christian people that just worried themselves into the grave. My 
friends, the Lord Jesus wants you to rest in Him when everything is going wrong. He wants you 
to rest in Him. He wants you to know that rest that is in His heart. The Lord, Jesus Christ, my 
dear friends, you know He knows what's on the front page of newspapers. He knows all about 
things that come into your life that seem all to be wrong. But my friends, He is resting in the 
great plan of God. And He wants you to rest. And to know that rest that is in His heart. 
Well, this is only a little introduction to the meaning of the statement: Christ seated. 
Thank you for listening and goodbye, and God bless you all. And get that letter in the mail today, 
and I thank you in advance. 
 
[Musical Outro] 
 
Announcer: 
You've been listening to your radio Bible teacher, Dr. Louis T. Talbot, Chancellor of the 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles Inc. Address all mail to Dr. Louis T. Talbot 558 S Hope Street, 
Los Angeles 17, California. 
 
[Musical Outro Repeats] 
 
